Silence Of The Scriptures
Randolph Dunn

Issue - Does Silence Prohibit or Permit

Does the lack of any Bible instruction; (Biblical Silence)
provide for any practices or teachings? Tertullian (ca. 150-
225) taught that “anything not taught in the Bible could not
be practiced.” Luther espoused -- "What is not against
Scripture is for Scripture, and Scripture for it.” Zwingli
maintained that anything ""not enjoined or taught in the New
Testament should be unconditionally rejected” and others
taught anything not forbidden could be practiced.

Response

The statements by Tertullian, Luther and Zwingli cannot all be
what God desires as they are opposing views. Obviously when
God has spoken, He either prohibits (condemns) or permits
(commands) a practice. It is correct to say whatever is specified in
a command excludes anything else in relation to what was
specified. If this were not true then under the New Covenant there
would be no room for one to work out his salvation in fear and
trembling.

Nothing would be expedient and there would be no room for trust,
faith or love. This would leave one’s salvation to be attained by
keeping all His commands perfectly, and be like the Old Covenant
in the keeping of its requirements.

Today just like the days of the “church fathers” many people agree
with Tertullian while others disagree. Both opposing views cannot
logically be valid. Great caution must be exercised in researching,
analyzing and drawing conclusions about what God has or has not
specified.

The following examples should help explain the difference
in requiring, prohibiting or being silent.
1. Make yourself an ark of gopher (cypress) wood ...

now Noah did everything just as God commanded
him. (Genesis 7:14, 22) What would be wrong by
using oak?

God specified so Noah built an ark of the wood God
Specified. No other kind could be used.

2. The Lord spoke to Moses ... he (Aaron) is to take a
censer full of burning coals from the altar before
the Lord ... Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took
their censers, put fire, fire not from the altar as God

required, in them and added incense and they
offered unauthorized, or strange, fire before the
Lord contrary to His commandment. (Leviticus
16:12, 10:1) Nadab & Abihu
condemned?

Why were

T
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Oépoa - H crom arayopedsel 1] emtpéner

Mnnog n éAAenym omowodnmote BifAikng didackaiiog;
(Bipaikn Xwomn) mpoPAEmEl OMOIEGONTOTE TPOKTIKEG M
dwackarieg; O Teptodhavog (tepimov 150-225) didate o1t
«otnmote dev dddokeTan otnv Ayia I'pagn dev uropotvce
va epappoctey. O AovBnpog vrootpiée: «O,t1 dev givar
gvavtio ot [paen) eivar veép g I'pagrig karn I'paen vrép
avtiey. O Zwingli vmootipiEe 0Tl oTdNmOTE  «OEV
gmrdooeton N Oev dddoketan oty Kowvry Awabninm mpémet
Vo omoppinTeTol Gvev Opovy» Kol GAAOL OV JS1OUCKOLY
oTdnmoTe dev amayopeveTal Bo propoVoE VoL EPAPLOCTEL.

Amdvinon

Ot dnrdacelg tov TeptvAdiavod, Tov AovOnpov kat Tov Zwingli
dev pumopovv va givar OAeg antd mov entbopei 0 Ogdg, Kabmg givar
avtifeteg amoyels. Tlpopavmg, 6tav o Bedc €xel wMioel, eite
amoyopevel (katadudlet) eite emrpémet (EVTOAEG) LA TPOKTIKY.
Eilvar ocwotd va modue o0tL 6,1t kobopileton oe Lo €VTOAN
amokAgiel 0TdONMOTE GAAO o€ oYéon pe avtd Tov kabopioTnke.
Edv avto dev ioyve, 10Te KAT® 0md T Néa Atabnkn dev Bo vnpye
YDPOG Y10 KATOLOV VAL ETAVGEL TN GOTNPia TOV Le POPo Kat TpOULo.

Timota dev Ba Mrtov okOTYo kol dev Bo VENPYe YDPOG Yo
EUMIOTOGVVT, ot 1| oydmn. Avtd Oa denve T oot pio KATOOV
va emtevyfel pe v ™pnon 6 Awv T@v evioddv Tov téhela, Kot
0o Ntov cav v [HaAad Awbikn oy TPNCT TOV ATALTHCEDY

mege.

Zuepa, OTMG KAl 01 LEPES TOV KTATEPMV TNG EKKANGIOCY, TOALOT
avBpmmot cupE®VOLV pe Tov TepTUAMOVO EVD GALOL SLAPOVODV.
Kat ot dvo oavtibeteg amodyelg dgv umopodv Aoyikd va givol
éykvupec. [Ipémet va emdekvieTorl LeydAn Tposoy oty Epevva,
™V avaivon Kot Ty e£0yyn CUUTEPACUATOV GYETIKA LE TO TL
€xeL 1 dev €xel kabopioet o Bede.

Ta axolovba mopadeiypoata 0o cog Pondncovv va
e€nynoete m S1opopd otV amaitnon, TV amayopevo 1 )
olOTN.

5. Otde otov eaUTO ooU pLa KLBWTO amod EUAo yodep

(kumapioot)... Twpa o Nwe €kave Ta TAVTO OMWC
Tov npootale o Oeodg. (Méveon 7:14, 22) TuBa ntav
AdBo¢ av xpnotpomnololoape Spug;

O 0£d¢ dieukpivioestol 0 Nwe KATAOKEVOOE [LaL
KLBWTO armo to ¢UAo mou kaBoplos o0 Oeo¢. Kavéva
AaAAo eidoc dev pnopoloe va xpnollomnolnOel.

6. O Kuplog piAnoe otov MwuaH... autog (o Aapwv)

Ba mapel éva OBuplatipL YEUATO AVAUMEVA
KapBouva amd TO BUOCLACTAPLO EVWIILOV TOU
Kuplou... Ot yloL tou Aapwv, o Nadap kat o ABLou,

nmRpav ta Buulatnpla Toug, £Raiav pwtld, pwTtld



https://www.onlinedoctranslator.com/en/?utm_source=onlinedoctranslator&utm_medium=docx&utm_campaign=attribution
https://www.onlinedoctranslator.com/en/?utm_source=onlinedoctranslator&utm_medium=docx&utm_campaign=attribution

Nadab and Abihu each put fire in their censers and
laid incense on it, unauthorized, not the specified,
fire. God specified that the coals of fire for the
censers were to come from the altar before the Lord.

3. Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing
and begging him “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” ... From Troas we put out to sea and sailed
... we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the
leading city of that district of Macedonia. (Acts
16:9, 11-12) Could Paul have gone to Macedonia
some way other than sailing?

Paul sailed from Troas to Macedonia God did not
specify how to go [nothing was said so the Bible
was silent] so any mode of transportation was
permitted and none was prohibited. But he was
required to go.

4. “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved”
(Mark 16:15).

“Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on his name” (Acts 22:16).

Peter stated “...God's patience waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely
through water. “...Baptism, which corresponds to
this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from
the body but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.” (1 Peter 3:21) Why should or should not
infants or children be baptized?

Infant baptism has been practiced for years. Radical
reformers and Restorationists rejected it as not
authorized in the Bible. God excluded their
baptism by specifying believers were to be baptized
while calling on God; i.e., pleading to God to
forgive by dying to sinful life, and being buried into
Christ, by immersion, baptism.

Conclusion:
When God speaks, He either requires one to perform some
action or to refrain from performing some action.

When He has not spoken one must make a judgment based
upon his understanding of what God desires without
violating their conscience. His understanding may be flawed
due to lack of study, human weakness, some type of bias or
by putting self-first; e.g., fame, fortune, honor, ahead of a
desire to please God.

No one has a perfect understanding of God’s will; if he did,
he would be God. In fact, the more one studies the greater
the probability they will revise, alter or change to some

OxL ano to Bualactriplo onwce INTnoe o Oeog, péoa
TOUC KL pocBecav Buplapa kol mpocdepav pn
e€oualodotnuévn,  mapagevn, GpwWTLA EVWITLOV TOU
Kuplou, avrtiBeta pe tnv evtoAn Tou. (Asultikd
16:12, 10:1) lMNarti katadikdotnkav o NadaB kat o
Auriou;

O Nadab kot o Abihu éBaiav o Kabévag emTid ota
Oupatipla Toug ko Efoiav Bvpiopo mhveo Tov,
xopic adeta, oyt v Kobopopévn, eotid. O Oedg
dtevkpivice 0Tt Ta képPovva yia To Bupuatipla Oo
Tpopyovtay amd T0 BUCLONGTAPLO EVOTIOV TOV
Kvpiov.

O NavMlog eibe éva Opapa €vog avdpa NG
Makedoviag vo OTEKETAL KAl va TOV TOPAKAAEL
«MNyawe otn Makedovia kat Bonbnoé pagy. ...
Ano tnv Tpwada Bynkape otn OdAacoa Kal
mAeboape... TafldéPape otoug DAlnmoug, pLlo
pwuaikn amolkia kol Tnv Kopudaia MOAN AUTAG
™G meploxng tg Makedoviag. (Mpatelg 16:9, 11-
12) Oa pmopolos o MavAog va eixe mAel otn
Makebovia pe GANO TPOMO €KTOG QMO TNV
LotonAoia;

O Ilaviog oamémievoe omd v Tpwddo ot
Moxedovia 0 ®gdg dev devkpivioe TmG v Tl [dev
emmbnke rtimoto, emopévog mn Bifiog nrav
owwnnAn], emouévmg, kabe TPOMOG UETAPOPAS
EMITPETOTOV KOL KAVEVOG OV ATOYOPEVTNKE. AAAG
EMpene voL TAEL.

«Omnolog miotevel kat PBamtiletar Oa owBei»
(Mapkog 16:15).

«Enkobeite xor Pagrioteite kot TAVVETE  TIC
apopTiee oog  EMKOAODUEVOL TO OVOUA  TOLY
(ITpd&erg 22:16).

O Ilétpoc Miwoe «.H vmouovry 100 Beov
mepipeve otic nuépes Tov Naoe, eved eropaldtav n
KIPoTOG, otnv omoia Alya, OonAadn oktd dtopa,
ueTapépnkay pe 0oQUAE HEGO OO TO VEPO.
«... To Bértiopa, mov avTicTolKEl 6€ aVTO, TOPO GE
omletL, 0yl ¢ apaipeon PPoIAES O TO GO, GAAY
¢ €kKANoN otov Ogd Yoo KaAN GLvEIdNoN, UEC®
m¢ avdotaong tov Incod Xpiotody. (1 IIétpov
3:21) T'wti mpémer M dev mpémer va Pagtilovral ta
Bpéon 1 Ta TOUdLY;

O vnmoPanticpog yiveror €3 ko ypdvia. Ot
prloondoteg peTappuOoTéG Ko ot
amokotootabelc  TOo  améppyov ¢ un
g€ovolodotnuévo ot Bifro. O Bedc anékieioe T0
Bantiopd tovg mpoodiopilovtag 6Tl o1 moTol O




extent a previous understanding. Such is the nature of the
acquisition of knowledge.

Jesus told his disciples "Now | am going to him who sent
me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?'
Because | have said these things, you are filled with grief.
But | tell you the truth: It is for your good that | am going
away. Unless | go away, the Counselor will not come to you;
but if 1 go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will
convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness
and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe
in me; in regard to righteousness, because | am going to the
Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to
judgment, because the prince of this world now stands
condemned. | have much more to say to you, more than you
can now bear” (John 16:5-12).

Paul wrote to the Corinthians “Brothers, | could not address
you as spiritual but as worldly — mere infants in Christ. |
gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for
it. Indeed, you are still not ready” (1 Corinthians 3:1-2) and
to the Romans “faith comes from hearing the message, and
the message that is heard is what Christ spoke (Romans
10:17)

Therefore, as one’s knowledge increased so should his faith
and as faith and knowledge increases ones understanding
changes.

The apostles warned about the time when people would turn
away from sound doctrine and follow their own desires. This
was evident by John’s letters to the churches of Asia.

In the years following the apostolic era (after 100 AD) the
writings of the “church fathers” begin following their own
opinions based upon a faulty conclusion about Bible silence
which neither requires nor prohibits an action. Over the
years their teachings and practices became so bad or corrupt
that Catholic Bible scholars rejected the practices and
teachings of the Catholic Church at the risk of life and
livelihood. Some wanted only to reform some of the worst
practices rather than a complete return to the Bible for all
teachings and practices.

You may find the following thebiblewayonline.com
lessons interesting
e Teachings & Practice following the Resurrection
of Christ

e Compiling and Translating the Bible

Comments:
1. One’s salvation must not rest in another’s personal

interpretation. They must be diligent in studying
God’s Word in order to reach their own
understanding.

Bagtioviav evd kolovoav Tov  ®gd.  OMA.
MOPOKOADVTOG TOV  ®ed  va  ouyywpnoet
nebaivovtag yo apoptoAn {on Kol EVIAQLoTELG
otov Xp1o1o, Ue Katddvor, Banticua.

Yopmépoaopa:

Otov 0 Oedg Wildel, €ite amoltel omd KATOWOV Vo KAVEL
Kamowa evépyela gite va améyel and v ektéleot| Kdmolag
gvépYELOG.

Orav dev €xel UANGEL, KATO10G TPETEL VAL Kpivel e Baon tnv
Katavonon tov yw to Tt gmbopel o Bdc yopic va
mapofidcetl T cvveidnon tov. H kxatavonen tov pmopei va
glvarl eAaTTONOTIK] A0y EXhenyng HeEAETNG, avOpdmivng
advvapiog, Kamowov Tomov pepoinyiog 1 Palovtag mpdta
TOV €0TO TOV. T.X., PN, TEPLOVGIA, TIUY|, LTPOGTA OO TNV
embopia va evyaploTom tov Oo.

Kaveig dev &yet téleta Katavonon tov Oeifpotog Tov @go.
av 1o ékave, Bo rav Oedc. Znv mpayuaTikdTTe, 0G0
TEPIOCOTEPO UEAETO KOVEIG TOGO peyoADTEPM €ivor 1
mBovotnto va avabempnoet, vo oAAGEel 1 va aAldEel og
Kkémolo Pabud po Tponyodpevn avtidnym. Térow etvon M
@HON TG ATOKTNONG YVAOONG.

0O Inoovg eine otovg pabnrég tov: «Topa nnyaive ce avtov
7oV e £0TEINE, OALNG KOvelg omd €60c dev e pmtdet: Tlov
mnyaivete; Eneidn to eina avtd, gicat yeudtog OAiym, ahid
6oL Aém TNV aAnfewa: etvar yio To Kahd 6ov mov Pevyw. Av
dev POy, 0 ZopPovrog dev Ba £pbet oe céva: aAAd av Thm,
otav £pbet, Ba KoTadikdoel TOV KOGUO Yio EVOYN GE GYECT
He TV opoption Kot T tkotoohvn Kot Ty Kpiorn: ocov
aQopd TNV apoptio, ETEdN o1 AvOpwTOL dev MOTEHOLVV OF
gUEVO OGOV 0QOPA TN OIKOLOCULVY, EMEWN TNYOiVe GTO
[atépa, émov dev pmopeic va pe PAEreI TAéov- kol OGOV
aQopd TNV Kpior, ENEWN O GPYOVTOG ALTOV TOV KOGHOV
glval TOpo  KOTOSIKAGUEVOS £€Y® VO GOV T TOAD
MEPLOGOTEPO, TMEPICGOTEPO OO OGO LITOPEIC VO OVTEYELS
topa» (Iodvwng 16:5-12). .

O IMaviog &ypaye otovg Koprvbiovg: «Adépoia, oev Oa
UTOPOVGO VO GOG TPOCPMVIGM M TVEVUATIKOVS OAAL (¢
KOGUIKOUG — amAoDg gV XPloTd VAT, Zov €0maa Yoo,
Ol OTEPEA TPOYPT, Y1OTL OEV GOV KO £TOLLOG Y10 QVTO.
IMpdypoatt, dgv giote akoun £towons (A' Kopwhiovg 3:1-2)
ka1l 6tovc Popaiovg «n miotn npoépyetar amd 10 dkovouo
TOL UNVOUOITOC, KOl TO UNVULN TTOV aKOVYETOL €fvol onTtd
mov gine 0 Xprotdg (Popaiovg 10:17).

Emopévog, 660 avédvetar 1 yvdon kdmolov, 1060 1 ToT
Tov av&AveTal Kot 660 avédvovtal 1 TN Kol 1 YvAOon
aAAGCel ) KoTovON o TOV.

Ot amdGTOAOL TPOEWOTOINGAV Yo TNV €MOYN] TOL Ol
GvOpmmol B amopokpvuvovIay amd T 6MOTH SOUCKAAIN
kot o axoAovfBovoav Tic dkéc Tovg emBupisc. Avtd
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2. When God speaks, He either requires or prohibits
an action.

3. The more one studies the greater the probability he
will revise, or alter a previous understanding; such
is the nature of acquisition of knowledge.

4. One’s personal interpretation of scripture when
nothing is specified must not be forced upon others
as a test of fellowship. It is God who puts one into
Christ and into His fellowship.

5. The apostles warned that people will turn away
from sound teachings and follow their own desires.

Question
Bible Silence on a teaching or doctrine
a. ___ Requires the teaching to be accepted

b. __ Prevents the doctrine from being believed or
practice

c. ___ Allows acceptance and action without
violating conscience

eavnke omd T emoToOAEG TOL Tmdvvn TPog TIC EKKANGIEG
™m¢ Aciog.

210 ¢pdvia Tov aKoAoVONGaY TNV ATOGTOAKNY moyn (LeTd
o 100 p.X.) t0 ypamtd TV «TOTEPOV TNG EKKANGIOCH
apyifouv va akolovBobv TIC JIKEC TOLG OMOYELS TOL
Bacilovtal og éva ECOOUAUEVO GUUTEPOCUN GYETIKO UE TN
cwwnn ¢ Bifiov mov ovte anoutel ovte amoyopevet pio
gvépyeto. Me ta xpovia ot S1d0oKAAES KO 0L TPAKTIKEG TOVG
&ywav 1060 Kokég 1M Olepbapuéveg mov ot Kaboiucol
peremtés g BifAov améppryav Tig TPOKTIKEG Kot TIG
dwaokarieg g Kaborikng Exkinoiag pe kivovvo g Long
kol twv mpog To {mv. Mepwoi nMBgkov poévo va
petappubuicovy oplopéves amd TG YEWPOTEPEG TPOUKTIKEG
mopd po AP emotpoen] ot Biflo i Okeg Tig
SUCKOAIEG KOl TPOKTIKEG.

Mmopet va. Bpeite evolapépovta ta okolovba padnporta
thebiblewayonline.com
e  Awookoriec & paktikn petd v Avactoon Tov
Xp1LoTov
e  Yvvrtaén Kot petdppacn e Bifiov

Xyora:

6. H compia kdmowov dev mpénet va otnpileton oty
TPoo®TIKN epunveio tov dAlov. IIpémel va etvan
eMUELEIG 0N peAéTn Tov AGYOL TOV B0V Ylo VoL
(TAGOVY GTY| 1K1 TOVG KOTAVOTON).

7. Otov o ®edg ldel, gite amattel ite amoyopevel
Lo EVEPYELQL.

8. Ooo mep1ocoTEpPO PEAETA KavElS TOGO peyaAbTEPN
givar  mBavotTa v avabewpnoet 1 vo, aAddEet
L0, TTPOTYOVLLEVT KATOVOMOT|. TETOLA v 1 OO
NG OmOKTNONG YVACEWDV.

9. H mpoconikn epunveio KATO0V TG YPOPNS OTOV
dev pocdiopileton Timota dev TPEMEL vaL
emPAAreTON GTOVS AAAOVG (OC doKIUATTOL
cuvavaotpoPnc. Eivatl o ®gdc mov Balet évav otov
Xptotd ko oty Kowvevia Tov.

10. Ot andoTorOL TPOEIBOTOINGOY OTL 01 AvOpwmot Ot
amopakpuvOoHV amod Tig vylelg didaoKaiies kot Oa
axoAovOnoovv Tig dikég Tovg embupisg.

Epdtnon
BiBAoc Zwwmn yio o didackaiio 1 dOyHa
d. __ Amnauwei va yivel anodektr n didaokahia
e. __ EpmodileL to 86ypa va yivel moteutd
T(POKTLKNA
f. __ Emutpémeltnv anodoyn kal tn Spaon xwpic va
napapBlaletal n cuveidnon



https://www.thebiblewayonline.com/HTML/TeachingsPracticesAD100.html
https://www.thebiblewayonline.com/HTML/TeachingsPracticesAD100.html
https://www.thebiblewayonline.com/HTML/Compiling.html




